
EquiSal 
Tapeworm 
Test Kit

INTENDED USE:
The EquiSal Kit is intended for the collection and transport of horse saliva samples 

for laboratory diagnosis of tapeworm burdens 

Precautions:
• Please read the full instructions before collecting saliva. 

False results may be obtained if the collection procedure is 
not followed correctly.

• Unreasonable force during sampling may cause swab 
handle to break.

• Do not reuse the swab or place the swab in the horse’s 
mouth after it has been in contact with the preservative 
solution.

• Do not ingest the preservative solution within the saliva 
swab storage tube.

• This kit should be used for the collection of horse saliva 
samples only.

Austin Davis Biologics Limited accepts no responsibility or 
liability for injury, loss or damage caused by:
• Use of the saliva swab,
• Ingestion of the liquid within the saliva swab storage tube, 

or
• Use of the kit in any way other than set out in the these 

instructions.

This disclaimer does not exclude liability for death or 
personal injury to humans caused by Austin Davis Biologics 
Limited negligence.  

Product information:
Keep out of reach of children.
Preservative solution active ingredients:
Bronidox – 0.05%, Sodium Azide – 0.05%, Tween 20 – 0.05%
Avoid contact with eyes and skin. In case of contact with 
skin or eyes, rinse immediately with plenty of water.
Do not swallow.
This solution is considered to be non hazardous due to the 
low levels of ingredients.
Saliva collection swab ingredients:
Food dye; Erythrosine E127.
If the saliva collection swab breaks to reveal the colour 
indicator, avoid contact with skin, eyes and clothing due to 
possible staining.
In case of contact with skin or eyes, rinse immediately with 
plenty of water.
A material safety data sheet can be provided upon request.

Frequently asked questions:
My horse has swallowed the saliva swab; will it be 
alright? The swab has a rounded, short design intended for 
easy passage through the intestines. If you feel concerned, 
you should contact your veterinary practice for advice.

My horse has broken the swab; what should I do? 
You can purchase a replacement swab (or swab and tube) 
through our website. You will only be charged the cost price 
together with a small postage charge. (UK only)

My horse has eaten a small amount of food/hay/grass 
within the half hour before the saliva collection; will 
this be OK? No, it is critical that the horse must not have 
eaten anything at all. A result will not be obtained if the 
horse is producing too much saliva and will result in a retest 
being required.

My horse’s mouth is very dry and I can’t collect 
enough saliva; what should I do? If you have been 
trying to collect saliva for longer than 5 minutes, place the 
swab back in the foil packet and then try feeding your horse 
a few mouthfuls of hay - wait for half an hour before trying 
to collect saliva again.

I have dropped the swab on the fl oor; what should I 
do? Providing the swab is not dirty, you can continue your 
saliva collection, but please inform us of the incident on the 
paperwork.

I have spilt the preservative solution from the saliva 
swab storage tube; what should I do? The preservative 
solution is essential to ensure the sample remains stable 
during postage. Please discard the sample you have 
collected. You can purchase a replacement swab and tube 
through our website to collect an additional sample - you will 
only be charged the cost price together with a small postage 
charge (UK only). Do not add anything else to the saliva 
swab storage tube as this will result in unreliable diagnosis. 

I have collected my horse’s saliva but I cannot post it 
immediately; what should I do? We recommend that you 
place the saliva swab (in its storage tube) in a cool place and 
post as soon as possible. DO NOT FREEZE.

Contents:
1 x EquiSal Instructions For Use

1 x EquiSal Saliva Collection Swab

1 x EquiSal Storage Tube

1 x Transport Bag with Absorbent Pad

TEA
R

 H
ER

E

Your horse MUST NOT have eaten, 
drunk, or been exercised, for at least 

30 minutes before sampling.

15°C

Designed & manufactured in the UK.
Austin Davis Biologics Ltd. Unit 1 Denfi eld Lodge,
Lower Street, Great Addington, NN14 4BL

By Austin Davis Biologics Ltd.

17003

2021-05-31

Not for use
in humans.

Do not spill the 
preservative 
solution.
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25°C. 
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*Symbol glossary available at www.equisal.com

Ensure horse has not been treated for tapeworm in the last 4 months (unless it is a retest)

For more frequently asked questions please see our 
website: www.equisal.com



 

IMPORTANT - PLEASE DO NOT FINISH 
SAMPLING UNTIL THE WHOLE INDICATOR 

DISK HAS TURNED BRIGHT PINK. 

Your horse must not eat or drink 
ANYTHING* or have been exercised 
for at least 30 minutes before you 
intend to take the sample. Do not 
collect samples following dental 
work or endoscopy.
*This includes any scraps your horse may fi nd on
the fl oor.

INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR USE:

SALIVA COLLECTION PROCESS:

Take the saliva collection 
swab and grip the fl at 
plastic end fi rmly. Ensure 
you have the saliva swab 
storage tube to hand. 

Insert the saliva collection 
swab through the 
interdental space between 
the front and back teeth and 
position it on the tongue. 

Allow the horse to move the 
tongue up and down under 
the swab. Do not allow the 
horse to bite or chew the 
swab during the collection 
procedure. If the horse does 
bite the swab, hold it fi rmly 
without excessive pulling.

After 30 seconds remove 
the swab and inspect the 
indicator disk for colour 
change to bright pink 
(the arrow shows the 
position of the sample 
indicator).

If the indicator has not changed colour, replace the 
swab in the mouth as in step 5 and continue sampling 
and checking the indicator until the indicator has 
changed colour. If your horse’s mouth is very dry then 
sample collection may take in excess of 5 minutes. You 
may need to clear the indicator area with a dry tissue if 
debris blocks your view.

5PREPARATION FOR 
SALIVA COLLECTION:

1

Write the name of the 
horse on the storage tube. 
Apply a barcode label from 
the delivery note lengthways 
to the side of the tube, as 
shown by the arrow.

2

Remove the saliva collection 
swab from the foil packet. The 
swab will tell you when you 
have collected enough saliva 
with a colour change indicator, 
shown by the arrow. A thin 
red line is visible from the side 
of the swab before use.

By Austin Davis Biologics Ltd.

www.equisal.com

• Return the sample in the prepaid envelope.

• For best practice you should post the sample 
as soon as possible after sampling. 

• Do not freeze the sample.

• The colour change indicator (food dye E127) 
may diffuse into the sample over time. This 
does not affect results.

RETURNING THE SAMPLE FOR TESTING

7 Once the indicator disk has 
fully changed to bright pink, 
place the swab into the 
saliva swab storage tube, 
taking care not to spill the 
solution. Tighten fully to 
prevent leaks.

8 Place the tube containing 
the swab into the clear 
transit bag. Please place 
any completed paperwork 
and comments in the pouch 
indicated and seal the bag. 
Leave the absorbent pad in 
place, it is present in case 
of leakage.

FALSE RESULTS MAY BE OBTAINED 
IF THE COLLECTION PROCEDURE IS 
NOT FOLLOWED CORRECTLY.
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